
A People of Hope
Series: Hope of All the Earth
Scripture: Luke 2:1-3

The church calendar invites us to take a different _____________ during 
this season—one of ____________.


• Advent invites us to remember what God has done and to wait for 
what God will do.


We are a people of ____________.

• Our hope is a confident _______________ and assured future 

________________ in God’s character and promises.


“In those days…” 
• These words recognize the deep ______________ of their 

_______________.

• The people of Israel are under Roman _____________.

• Census brings conflicted feelings for many.


• Israel hasn’t had a ________________ prophet for around 400 
years.


There is __________________ in the ___________________.

• God was already at ________________.


• Luke 1:16

• Luke 1:26


When the darkness seems _______________, God is still at work in and 
______________ God’s people.


• Romans 4:17-18

• Philippians 2:12-16




Pre-Decide
Take Back Your Life

Key Scriptures

“Forget the former things; do not dwell 
on the past. See, I am doing a new thing! 
…” Isaiah 43:18-19 NIV

Commit to the LORD whatever you do, 
and he will establish your plans. 
Proverbs 16:3 NIV

But Daniel resolved not to defile himself 
with the royal food and  
wine … Daniel 1:8 NIV 

Find this in our app.
Open the app, choose this message, 
then tap “Talk It Over.”

Get this in your inbox.
Visit info.life.church/talkitover

Whoever finds God, finds life.
More of God’s truth all week long at 
finds.life.church

Start talking. Find a conversation starter for your group. 
• Share one of the best decisions you’ve made. How did that 

decision impact the quality of your life?
Start thinking. Ask a question to get your group thinking. 
• Which part of this message was most impactful for you and 

why?
• Read Proverbs 16:3. We can ask God to help us pre-decide. 

Talk about an upcoming decision or plan that you need God’s 
help with.

• Describe your thought process when you have to make a 
difficult decision.

Start sharing. Choose a question to create openness.
• We might struggle to make good decisions because we’re 

overwhelmed with choices, afraid of making a wrong choice, or 
we let our emotions overrule logic. Which of these reasons do 
you experience most? What could you pre-decide now, to help 
you make good decisions in the future?

• What are some of the values God has placed on your heart? 
Are your decisions and actions reflecting these values? Why 
or why not?

Start praying. Be bold and pray with power. 
Father, sometimes we struggle to make the right decision. We 
know that our lives move in the direction of our decisions, so 
we want Your help when we have decisions to make. Thank 
You for helping us. In Jesus’ name, amen. 

Start doing. Commit to a step and live it out this week.
• When your values are clear, your decisions are easier. This 

week, write down the values you shared with your LifeGroup. 
Place them in a spot where you’ll see them daily.

• Start the Habits Bible Plan using Plans With Friends: 
www.go2.lc/habits 

• Consider how you could love others by serving on the 
weekend or with a Local Mission Partner.

Start talking.  
• When you think about the Christmas season, what tends to make 

you feel rushed or overwhelmed?

• Describe a time when you felt like you were “in those days”—a 

season that felt dark or heavy. What helped you keep going?

Start thinking: 
• Advent invites us to wait while the culture pushes us to hurry. Why 

do you think waiting is such an important spiritual discipline?

• In Luke 2:1–3, why is it significant that the passage begins with the 

words “in those days”?

• How does understanding Israel’s history under Roman occupation 

deepen the meaning of Jesus’ arrival?

• Why do you think God often works quietly in the background when 

circumstances seem darkest?

• What does Abraham’s example (Romans 4:17–18) reveal about the 

nature of biblical hope?

Start Sharing: 
• Where do you personally feel the darkness pressing in right now? 

How does biblical hope speak into that space?

• Has there been a time in your life when you recognized that God 

was at work even before you could see the results? Share the story.

• What helps you hold onto hope when your circumstances seem 

hopeless?

• In what ways is God inviting you to “believe anyway,” like Abraham 

did?

• What does it look like for you to “shine like stars” (Phil. 2:15) in your 

current relationships and routines?

Start Praying: 

Heavenly Father, I thank You that in the midst of all human plans, 
Your purposes for salvation cannot be thwarted. I praise You that 
Your promises are fulfilled in Jesus, and pray that You would open 
my eyes to see the wonders of Your saving work. I ask that You fill 
me with the joy and peace of Your presence, and guide me to 
glorify and praise You for all You have done through Your Son, 
Jesus. Amen.  

Start Doing. Commit to a step and live it out this week 
• What is one practical way you can practice waiting and paying 

attention to God during Advent this week?

• Where can you intentionally bring God’s hope into someone else’s 

life—through service, encouragement, generosity, or presence?

• What “material” (gift, skill, or opportunity) might God want to use in 

you to weave His hope into someone’s story this season?

• As a group, name one person or situation you will collectively pray 

for this week where God’s hope is desperately needed.


