Week 2: Loved in the Waiting
Series: Changed in the Waiting
Scripture: Luke 1:68-79; Psalm 23

It’s that makes it

to hope.

dikaioi = upright, righteous
The art of the holy life: integration of a heartfelt
and faithfulness to the
demands of an upright life.

Zechariah’s song is meant to remind Israel that

God has not the
that God has made with God’s people.
* It’s a reminder that God has , IS
fulfilling, and will to fulfill the

promises for God’s people.
Zechariah sees his own life and his son’s birth
through the lens of history recognizing the true line
of God’s faithful, and
* Hebrew - chesed
* Greek - agape - it’s more like a never-ending
commitment than a feeling of affection.

+ it’s driven by a that leads
the one who loves to do
what no one has a right to or
ask.

Our part: let ourselves be , be
to, and be upon by

this amazingly powerful God.



Start talking. m

+ Think about what you love. Take time to remember
things you have loved in the past. Then share why you
chose the particular things you did.

Start thinking. Read Luke 1:68-79

* Make a list of the things for which Zechariah praises
God. How does his song compare and contrast with
Mary's (vv.46-55)?

+ What does it mean that Zechariah was “filled with the
Holy Spirit”? Do you think it was the same experience
of the Spirit that believers experience today? Why or
why not?

* What, according to this song, is the purpose of
salvation? How does Zechariah’s song show God's
unfolding plan from OT days to the coming of the
Messiah?

Start sharing.

+ Share about a moment when you have felt God’s love.
What about that experience was memorable?

« Is it ever difficult to receive God’s love? Do you ever
struggle to accept that God loves you for who you are
yesterday, today, and tomorrow? Why or why not?

« First John 4 tells us that God loved us before we could
ever love God. When we think about love being a
relationship, how does that impact how you see God?

+ What might God’s love look like?

+ Can we love like God does? Are we able to be
covenantally faithful like God is? Why or why not?

Start praying. Be bold and pray with power.
Lord, your love is amazing. It is steadfast and true.
When we make mistakes, walk away from you, and get
confused, your love remains consistent. Thank you for
your abundant watch and care over us. Fill us with your
love so we can share it with others. This week, help us
to live by your love. Give us the bravery and
compassion to serve others. Make us new in your love
by the power of your Spirit. Amen.

Start Doing. Commit to a step and live it out this week

* In this time of waiting for Christmas, think about people
who need to experience God’s love by being served.
Talk about how you could help them because of who
God has made you to be. Take a step this week to love
that person.



