Who will you crown

Hing#

If Only to What If
Scripture: John 11:1-45

“Lazarus is dead, and for your sake | am glad | was not there, so
that you may believe.” (vw14-15)

We all like to declare “if only...”

Change our perspective with “ "
+ The message that Jesus has come to bring is that the future

is through in the .
+ Jesus encourages to our attention not on the
past with but instead at the future with

and optimism.
+ While “if only”, is a cry of despair, “what if” begins to raise
the hope of all the possibilities.
+ What if you




Start talking.

+ What is the saddest funeral you ever experienced where a
friend, family member, or national figure was taken suddenly
and unexpectedly? How did you feel at the time?

Start thinking.

+ How would you describe Jesus’ relationship with this family?
Why does Jesus deliberately delay (v6)?

+ Given his disciples’ objection (v8), what do you think Jesus
means in vw9-107?

* Why is Jesus returning to Lazarus at this time (vv11-15)? What
do the disciples fear instead (vv8, 16)

+ What do you learn about Martha from the way she talked with
Jesus in w21-27?

* How does Jesus stretch her faith by his claim in v 25?

Start sharing.

* Have you ever felt like God wasn’t listening when you prayer?
How did you deal with this? How does the way in which Jesus
postponed his response to the sisters’ request help you in
understanding your own prayer life?

+ Have you ever felt like Thomas (v16) who felt like Jesus was
leading you to do something risky? What happened?

Start praying. Be bold and pray with power.

God, I realize that I’m often more focused on my pain, my
past, and wondering If only. For that | repent. Help me to
place my belief and my trust in you not just for the ultimate
future but with my present.

Start doing. Commit to a step and live it out this week.

* Pray daily for God to reveal Himself to you and one other
person you choose to pray for.

+ Pray for God’s filling in your life and ask God to overflow His
abundant love to those you encounter.



